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International Women's Day is a global day celebrating the social, economic, cultural and political achievements of women.
The day also marks a call to action for accelerating gender parity. Significant activity is witnessed worldwide as groups
come together to celebrate women's achievements or rally for women's equality. 
Marked annually on March 8th, International Women's Day (IWD) is one of the most important days of the year to:
celebrate women's achievements
raise awareness about women's equality
lobby for accelerated gender parity
fundraise for female-focused charities
The first National Woman's Day was formally celebrated in the US on February 28th, 1909, in accordance with a
declaration from the Socialist Party of America, and the first International Women's Day was honored two years later
in Denmark, Austria, Germany, and Switzerland. Click here to learn more about this history of International Women's Day
around the world.
We have collected the following articles highlighting women leaders and , and we hope you take the time to browse them.
Today, we join the global community in honoring women of all backgrounds and identities and seek to re-affirm our
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commitment to seeking out and dismantling the social systems and structures that oppress and marginalize women on
International Women's Day and year-round.
-Read: 'On International Women's Day, Five Activists Who Are Inspiring Change Around the World.' -National LGBTQ Task
Force
-Read: 'International Women’s Day Challenge: Choose To Be Disability Inclusive' -Nancy Doyle for Forbes
-Read: 'Reflections on UNMN Listening Sessions on Migration, Covid-19 & Gender' -Women in Migration Network
-Read: 'Rupi Kaur: The voice of young Punjabi women around the world' -Sonam Joshi for Times of India
-Read: 'Remarks from Julia Bascom at United Nations Autism Event' -Autistic Self-Advocacy Network
-Read: 'This Black trans activist is fighting to shield her community from an epidemic of violence' -Chris James for CNN
Spoken word poem by Anisa Nandaula celebrating the theme for IWD 2021: #ChooseToChallenge.
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Our neighbors and elected leaders on Orono town council are seeking input on the best ways to implement
policy and structural change to allow for the town to address inequity within town policy and procedure. Our
neighbors in Bangor have recently assembled an advisory committee, and town leadership here in Orono would
like input on what kind of group or committee might be most helpful in providing feedback and insight from a
diversity, equity, and inclusion perspective here in Orono.
University of Maine System Mail - Happy International Women's Day! https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0?ik=483c7a7ff8&view=pt&search=all&...
5 of 15 5/14/2021, 1:11 PM
If you would like to be part of this conversation (all members of the Orono/University community are welcome,
including students, staff, and faculty), please reach out to council member Meg Gardner (mgardner@orono.org)
or Staff Associate for Diversity and Inclusion Rob Jackson (robert.jackson@maine.edu) to be included. We
welcome all voices with suggestions and input, but want to be particularly mindful to engage with marginalized
folks specifically, including BIPOC, immigrants/new Mainers, LGBTQ+ folks, and our neighbors with disabilities.
By taking part in these conversations, you are not bound to any kind of ongoing commitment to this work, and
you are free to engage as much or as little as your energy, interest, and comfort will allow. Please feel free to
share this call for input with other members of the broader Orono community who may be interested as well!
Join GMHC for an interactive & educational webinar discussion on how transgender immigrants can apply for asylum in the
United States & the barriers that are faced during the process.
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After surviving a 14-year civil war and a government riddled with corruption, Liberia is ready for change. On January 16,
2006, Ellen Johnson-Sirleaf was inaugurated President – the first freely elected female head of state in Africa. Having won
a hotly contested election with the overwhelming support of women across Liberia, Sirleaf faces the daunting task of lifting
her country from debt and devastation. She turns to a remarkable team of women, appointing them in positions such as
police chief, finance minister, minister of justice, commerce minister and minister of gender. For more information and to
purchase the film visit: https://www.wmm.com/catalog/film/iron-ladies-of-liberia/
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Moderated by Dean of Students, Dr. Robert Dana
Don't miss this celebrity Q&A hosted by everyone's favorite Dean!
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Student Entertainment is excited to announce that on Friday, March 12th at 7 PM via Zoom
Terry Crews will be joining Dr. Dana to answer YOUR questions.
Submit your questions and sign-up here: An Evening With Terry Crews
Be sure to follow @umsginc and @um.getinvolved on Instagram to get updates about this
event and other great events going on at UMaine.
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The Asian Student Association is seeking new members! Our current meeting time is every other week Fridays at
6pm-7pm and we meet via Zoom. Check out some of the fun things we've been doing and reach out to our leaders Kelly
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